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PRESSURE SENSITIVE CUTTING RECOMMENDATIONS 

Knives 
 
Many printers use a standard single bevel knife at 22° for guillotining.  For pressure 
sensitive constructions, we recommend newly ground knives of high quality steel that are 
double beveled.  A primary bevel of 24° or 26° with 1/8” width and a secondary bevel of 22° 
to 24° are a good starting combination. 
 
Nicks in the knife or dull knives cause loose or detached fibers on the cutting edge of the 
stock.  These particles can then be carried to the center of the sheet during printing causing 
quality problems.  Be sure to check sharpness of the blades before starting cutting. 
 
Cutting 
 
• Keep clamp pressure at a minimum – around 25 to 35 psi should be sufficient. 

• Keep lifts at a minimum – 1 to 2 inches maximum. 

• Cut through the back of the stock with the face down.  This allows the knife to contact 
the liner and release, then the adhesive and face stock. 

• Use chipboard on top and bottom when cutting. 

• Wipe (not spray) a silicone substitute on the knife to prevent adhesive build-up.  Be 
careful not to use large amounts or spray directly on the knife. 

• Make certain stock is not exposed to extreme changes of moisture and temperature.  Let 
stock acclimate to press room conditions prior to cutting. 

• If some adhesive particles remain on the edges after cutting, take a same piece of 
pressure sensitive adhesive and simply blot or wipe the edges clean. 

 
PROTAC Appreciates The Opportunity To Be Of Service. 

The information given and the recommendations made herein are based on our research and are believed to be accurate but no guarantee of their accuracy or 
completeness is made.  In every case, user shall determine before using any product in full scale production or in any other way whether such product is suitable for 
user’s intended use for their particular purpose under their own operating conditions.  User assumes all risk and liability whatsoever in connection with their use of any 
product.  The products discussed herein are sold without any warranty as to merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose or any other warrant, express or implied.  
No representative of ours has any authority to waive or change the foregoing provisions and no statement of recommendation not contained herein shall have any force 
or effect unless in an agreement signed by the officers of seller and manufacturer.  Nothing contained herein shall be construed to imply the nonexistence of any 
relevant patents or to constitute a permission, inducement or recommendation to practice any invention covered by any patent without authority from the owner of the 
patent.  The following is made in lieu of all warranties, express or implied: Seller’s and manufacture’s only obligation shall be to replace or credit such quantity of the 
production proved to be defective at its discretion. 
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